Hurricane Katrina: Preparation and Aftermath

Dr. Regina Bracy, Resident Coordinator
Hammond Research Station
Hammond, Louisiana

Abstract:

The LSU Ag Center suffered serious loss of property, research, and employee time due to
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. During the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, we experienced
problems, situations, and devastation for which we had not anticipated and were not prepared.
This report is an effort to provide management guidelines for research station personnel in
preparedness, response, and recovery actions during hurricane events. This information is

based on the experiences of personnel in the LSU AgCenter during and after Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita.
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Preparing for the Storm

We were not prepared for Katrina!

We were still in Intensive Care when Rita hit!
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Preparing for the Storm

Need a Catastrophe Reaction Plan
For each research facility
For overall AgCenter

X
Not adequate! \ 4%
Did not address all
the issues!
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Preparing for the Storm

Our hurricane preparation plan?
Fill vehicles and tractors with fuel.
Get chainsaws ready.

Pick up all debris and lightweight items and
store inside buildings.

Tie down irrigation pipe, lumber, tin, etc.

Secure doors and windows in buildings and
sheds.
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Preparing for the Storm

Have everything you need to survive
for 72 hours.

— Electricity — Repair Supplies
— Fuel — Communications
— Water — Employees

— Feed

Slide 7




Prepare to be without electricity

for weeks!
Develop a “Generator Plan”
Size and number of generators needed
How are you going to get them?
— Have on hand.
— Through AgCenter and other agencies.

Do training/safety meeting on hook up and
operation.

Do dry run with generators prior to storm.
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Preparing for the Storm

Fuel was a precious item after Katrina.

— Have FULL fuel ster 3
hurricane ente

— Have a way to
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Preparing for the Storm

No electricity = No water

« Consider water needs when planning power
needs.

— Livestock
— Milking operation
— Irrigation (greenhouses, fi

. NG
— Buildings, barns, drying fa@—? :
S

— Bathroom facilities!!!!
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Preparing for the Storm

Feed and Fences

* First thing to fail in a storm is fences!
* Move livestock into interior pastures.

 Have at least a 1-week supply of feed and
water on hand for all animals.
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Preparing for the Storm

Taking care of business?
« Secure office and lab buildings. v
— Unplug computer and high value %\‘

equipment. iR
« Cover with plastic bags in case
ﬂm” of roof leaks.
T « BACK UP all computers and take
% copies with you.
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Preparing for the Storm

Stock up on supplies!

+ Material for immediate repairs were in short
supply for weeks after Katrina

— Roofing, fencing, plumbing, electrical
« Have first aid Kits stocked.

» Medical aid was limited for 24 hours after
storm.
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